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Audrey mC dougald
Interview by Jean McDowell, March 24, 2004, in Moab, Utah

Q: Were you born in Moab?

A: Yes, I was, on June 7, 1928

Q: I didn’t realize that. What was your maiden name?

A: My maiden name was Day. Audrey Lee Day was my name.

Q: Did you say you grew up in Moab?

A: Yes, I grew up in Moab.

Q: Where did you meet your husband?

A: Well, Ken was also a Moab native and he went to high school three years ahead of me.

He entered the military service after high school as we were at war.  I attended BYU after

graduating high school. I spent two years in college and then moved to San Antonio,

Texas, to live with my aunt.  After the War, Ken visited us in San Antonio a number of

times.  We were married in 1951.

Q: Did you come back here because of the uranium discovery?

A: No. My husband had returned from military service after World War II. He started a

business at that time. We were married in Santa Fe, New Mexico, and we came back to

Moab to make it our home.

Q: Then you went to Santa Fe to be married?
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A: As I was living in San Antonio at the time, I flew to Albuquerque, New Mexico, and

then we drove to Santa Fe and were married. Moabites used to drive over to New Mexico

because there was no waiting to get a marriage license.  We began our married life about

one year before Charlie Steen made his uranium discovery. Ken started his petroleum

business at that time. We lived on Nichols Lane in Moab for 27 years. In 1979 we built

this home in Kayenta Heights Estates.

Q: Was your husband alive when you built this home?

A: Yes, but then he was killed in a plane crash in 1983. We moved to Kayenta Heights

and lived here for three years before he was killed.  I’ve lived here since that time.

Q: How old were your children then?

A:  The children were grown, in their early thirties. Gil was born in 1953 and Kim was

born in 1954. I have a scrapbook, if you would like to see it. In fact, I have two

scrapbooks.  On book is about building Ken’s Lake and one is about Ken’s personal life.

(Pointing to the pictures and the articles in the scrap book, we continue the

interview)

Q: Is this all Ken’s Lake scrapbook?

A: Yes, it is. This section is about the planning and when the bids started coming in.

Q: Are there any pictures of you and your life together?

A: I’ve got a great number of pictures.

Q: Does it mention the Mill Creek project.
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A: Yes.

(Pointing to another picture) This is the Citizen of the Year Award.  In fact, this was

Moab’s first such award and Ken was awarded it.

Q: Was this pretty much his idea? Was he the mayor then?

A: No, he wasn’t. He was the mayor for only four years.  This happened much later.

Q: But he was in on the idea of having it? (pointing to the picture in the book

regarding Ken’s Lake)

A: Right. He was the organizer. The lake is named after Ken (Ken’s Lake).  The Army

Corps of Engineers came to work on the project.  This picture shows the beginning when

it was just getting started.

Q: I gather that this Ken’s Lake-Mill Creek was part of a proposed bigger dam. A

whole area dam like up by Dewey Bridge?

A: Well, at first they were going to build a Mill Creek Dam and they were going to build

it over here at the head of the left and the right hand of Mill Creek. That’s where the dam

was first proposed. But then there was a dam failure somewhere in Idaho and it was a

very devastating flood, so the committee decided no, they could not build the dam where

it could flood a great number of people. So they planned to build the dam up in the valley

where it is today.

Q: So they are just diverting the South Mill Creek?

A: Yes.

(Pointing to other pictures and certificates in the other book)  These are awards from

Dwight D. Eisenhower, and this one is from Richard M. Nixon. This one is from the

Million Dollar Club and this award is from the Shriners’ Hospital.
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Q: He was certainly involved in the community.

A: Yes, he was chairman of the Red Cross for several years. These are his Mason

certificates. He also served on the Draft Board and served on Board of Directors of the

Navajo Engineering and Construction Authority in Window Rock, New Mexico.

Q: Was he always in the oil business?

A: Right, after he returned from his military service.

 This album I have made for my children and grandchildren. (pointing to book 2)

These are business pictures.

Q: Was Ken a distributor for Phillips Petroleum Co.?

A: Yes, Ken was also a director of First Western National Bank.

Q: That is now Zions?

A: Yes

Q: There’s your house? (pointing to the pictures in Book 2)

A: Yes.  When we completed the house, the architect wanted to have it pictured in several

magazines.  I decided to just picture it in one. So this is the one.

Q: Is it real adobe?

A: Yes, it is.

Q: Did you make it on site?
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A: No, we had to bring them from New Mexico.  I believe we were one of the first to

build a Santa Fe style in Moab. The trend has since become popular in the Moab area

since that time.

Q: Did you have an architect?

A: Yes, we did.

Q: Who was it?

A: It was Ray Taylor from Castle Valley.

Q: Tell me more about yourself.  What was it like growing up in Moab?

A: I started First grade in the Mormon church on First North. It’s now being used as the

Art Center.  I remember marching from that building to our new school, which is now the

vacated Junior High School building.  I attended grades 1 through 12 in this building.

During my high school years, I was active in drama and music.  We had a

marching band.  We also had a symphony orchestra.  I played cello in the orchestra.

There were school plays and, of course, we had the junior and senior proms.

During the war years from 1941-1945, we had rationing of shoes, sugar, and gasoline.

My fondest memories are of the marshmallow and weiner roasts around the

campfires, singing along with the guitar.  We also ice skated in the winter months and

hiked the red cliffs n the summertime.  We swam in the water behind the old power dam

and in the Colorado River.

Q: Okay, it’s not exactly part of your life, but were you here when Charlie Steen

and boom times were?
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A: Yes, and it was an exciting time. (pointing to a picture in book 2) It was different time

during those years.  Socially we had more activity during the Steen years. This is a

picture of a  fashion show presented by Madge Ward. You know, Madge used to own the

Alice Jo Shop.

Q: I’ve heard that Madge Ward was related to the Miller family?

A: Right. These were the ladies and this is how they dressed during the fifties and sixties.

We wore furs. See all these fur coats and fur stoles. Notice the strapless evening and

afternoon dresses.  Notice the hemlines, almost perfect.  We used to really dress up.

Q: Was that during the boom times?

A: Yes.

Q: Did you have a lot of parties?

A: We had a lot of social life, a lot of parties.

Q: Did you know Maxine Newell?  She said that after work would go back of what is

now Nifty Fashions.

A: That location was the Moab Uranium Club.  It was a private club for cocktails, dinner,

and dancing.  There were many other social activities for couples.  We had a monthly

dinner dance, at which time we hired an orchestra from upstate.

Q: Is that where the orchestra performed?

A: No, usually we had the dinner dance at the M-4 Ranch (now the Pack Creek ranch) or

sometimes we would dance at the Elks Lodge and a number of times, during the summer

months, w wemt down to the river on Tex McClatchy’s paddlewheel riverboat.
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At the time we were married and had begun our married life, Charlie Steen

discovered his uranium strike in 1952. I remember going down to visit Charlie, the first

time I met him, and I was on a Red Cross drive for donations.  He was generous with his

donation that day.  That was the beginning of the boom which was to change the Moab

area.

Q: Is this when you lived on Nichols lane?

A: Yes.

Q: So you didn’t have any problem with housing?

A: No, we had completed our home on Nichols Lane, but there were a lot of problems for

the people moving in.  I remember we had completed our home and were planting shrubs

and trees. There was no water for outside watering. Since we had a tank truck in our

business, we went to the river every night to pump water from the river and we brought it

to our shrubs and trees on Nichols Lane.

Q: Was there culinary water from the faucets?

A: Yes, but when the boom came, there were so many people in trailers that the

population increased very rapidly.  There were not enough water or sewer lines.  All the

utilities had to be improved.

Q: Before the big crowd, you did have good water?

A: Oh, yes, we had running water, but we couldn’t use it outside. As we had just planted

new shrubs and trees, w had to bring the water from the river in the tank truck for outside

watering.

Q: Did the neighbors want you to water theirs?
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A: They could see we were watering, but we couldn’t water the whole town. We were

just lucky to save our own yard.

Q: Right.  How about the sewer? How did it work?

A: I don’t know. I’m sure they had to build all the sewer lines.

Q: About that time you had little kids?

A: The two babies. This reminds me of a very difficult time we had because of the lack of

doctors during the period.

Q: How would you describe the town’s infrastructure as it changed in the boom

times?

A: Well, there were a great many changes and improvements.

Q: Social structure?

A: Well,  I was mentioning the social clubs, but there was a great deal more activity in

the churches.

Q: No television and other distractions?

A: Everybody was usually busy with church activities. I was very active in the church.

Almost all of the women were. We have a number of the same activities, but I believe

people are less active today.

Q: You went to BYU.  Are you LDS?
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A: No, I’m an Episcopalian.

Q: How did you happen to go to BYU?

A: I received a scholarship to BYU.  I majored in English.

Q: Did you interact with neighboring communities? Green River? Monticello?

A: Well, during the Viet Nam war, I was the Red Cross chairman in charge of military

communication and I had a lot to do with San Juan County.

Q: Did you go down to Monticello?

A:  NO, the service people would come to Moab to see me.  If the military wanted to get

in touch with someone or vice versa, they would use the Red Cross communications. So I

had a lot to do with people from Monticello.  Ken, being the Mayor, was very active with

people from Blanding, Monticello, and Green River.

Q: Did you interact with government?

A: Well, I’m sure Ken did.  He served on the draft board during the Viet Nam era.

Q: He might have been in on the ribbon cutting of the Arches? What did you think

were the best and worst things about living here?

A: I loved it. I thought it was great times. Of course, we had a lot of problems.

Q: Did you go to Grand Junction to shop?

A: Right, we did. This is a picture of KE. These are movie people. This is 007 and they

were making a movie here in Moab and they are cutting a ribbon. It’s Roger More and
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Chill Wills cutting a ribbon for the new bowling alley. During that time there were a lot

of movies made in Moab and we got to see the stars a lot.

Q: Did you ever become a double or extra?

A: I did an extra but I was never a double. We met a lot of them. I remember meeting

John Wayne two or three times.

Q: Was this when Ken was the Mayor?

A: Yes, we would meet the stars and they were very friendly. So that was an exciting

time. Those years were really exciting times.

Q: What do you think about Moab now?

A: I’m glad I live in Moab. I’m glad that I’m retired here because when I go to Salt Lake

to visit my grandson and his family, I realize how lucky I am to live where I can drive

around a small town. Unfortunately, I’m sorry that I can’t go to Salt Lake or Denver and

enjoy it like we used to be able to. To drive to Salt Lake the traffic is too much for me.

We used to be able to fly to Denver, and it wasn’t that much. We’d drive to Grand

Junction, fly to Denver, and fly back to Grand Junction. And at that time, it wasn’t so

expensive and you could do that. Now it is very expensive to fly to a small town. We

used to be able to do that and I miss the cities.

Q: You are a Bridge player?

A: Oh, I love Bridge and I’m so happy I learned to play when I was young. There are so

many opportunities to meet people and enjoy the new people when they come to town.

Q: Do you like to get out doors and do things?
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A: I’d love to be able to do more, but I have to be careful what I do with my back.

Q: Is this something that can be fixed?

A: Not really, it’s just old age.

Q: Do the newcomers in Moab bother you?

A:  Oh, no. We have your daughter over here, next door in Kayenta Heights, and it’s

great. We also have a number of new families building in Kayenta and that’s really nice.

If some big activity is happening downtown on weekends and there is a large influx of

tourists, I stay home and try not to shop or visit Main Street. I do hope the committee

working to preserve the area out here will be successful.

Q: The part that the BLM might trade to the state?

A: We do have a group of people working on that, trying to preserve this area. Also, I’m

not in favor of changing the La Sal Loop Road. To put a new road up, I think, would

destroy that whole mountain area. It’s so beautiful the way it is.  Sometimes you see

things happen that you would prefer not to happen.

Q: What do you think about a possible detour around town, instead of Main Street?

A: Where would they come across the river?

Q: They might have to go in back of Mountain View Subdivision. What do you

think of that?

A: I don’t know much about that. I don’t know how that would work out. It’s very

congested and, with those big trucks on Main Street, you have to be very careful driving.
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At Green River the Interstate bypassed the downtown area, but I don’t know you could

completely bypass Moab as they did in Green River.

Q: Do you have family members here in town?

A: My son, Gil McDougald.

Q: So you think Moab’s a pretty good town and place to live?

A: I do, I like it. I think it’s a great place to live

Q: How was it when you were a child?

A:  Moab was a small farming community before the mining and tourism boom came.

Q: Is there anything else you would like to say about Moab?

A: I don’t think so except Moab is a great place.

Q: Well, we really appreciate your time and insight into the past. Thank You!
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