Eastern Utah Human History Library

inalyn meador
Interviewed February,2004, in Moab, UT, by Jean McDowell

Q: Did you come here when you were five?

A: I was six when I came here from Blanding.

Q: Okay, just tell me about you.

A: I was born in Blanding, Utah. My father worked down at Indian Creek. He was the head
manager on the ranch down there for a number of years when I was little. Then he bought the
South Mesa Ranch there on the La Sal Mountains. It was the big mesa that you can see from
Moab. We moved there two summers before we moved to Moab. We moved to Moab the
night before I started First Grade. I’ve mostly lived here ever since.

Q: What building did you go to for first grade?

A: We were on Center Street. All the schools at that time were in that one building which is
the old junior high now. And there wasn’t the new gym west of it then. There was the library
north of it and we had study hall. Over in that building, there was the front part that was the
big library and we’d go over there for study hall. But there was also a little room for the
county health nurse.
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Q: Was that the building that burned?

A: Yes, it is the building that burned later.

Q: Did you see the fire?

A: Yes, my husband and Glen Rickson and some of them and the football players carried
books out of the library, which could have been very dangerous. Anyway in the back part of
the building, in the basement, there was a hot lunch room. It was just for the students that
rode busses or were from Thompson or from La Sal. The in-town kids didn’t eat there.

Q: Where did you live at that time?

A: I lived just about 2 blocks from there. It was Second North and Third East, just north of
where Seekhaven is on that right-hand side. When we first moved here we rented a house,
which is where the Greenwell Motel is now. There was a great big house of Goudelock’s
there on the corner and they had a little house next door that they rented to us. It was like
three rooms and we had six kids so we were crowded. But we lived there and then we moved
a few blocks from there to across from Bob Hawks.

Q: So when you were near the Greenwell, you were near Bill Meador.

A: Yes,

Inalyn Meador

February 2004

2

Eastern Utah Human History Library

Q: Was he a playmate?

A: I would go over and play with his sister, who was older, but she had a dollhouse and I
love to play with that. He didn’t like me at that time but I was crazy about him from the first
time I saw him because he had brown eyes. All of my relatives had blue eyes and so this was
really special. During the summer he would ride with his brother up at the ranch bringing
their cows by. Later when he stopped coming up there, my brothers teased me and said, “He
just found out what he was coming for and then he quit coming.” We went together all
through high school. And then we broke up a few years and then we got together and got
married.
Back to the school, we had band rooms in the front above the lunchroom on each side
and then you’d go into the big auditorium. We had a nice auditorium with a big stage.

Q: Did you play in the band? What did you play?

A: I was in the band, yes. I played a saxophone. And they even had orchestras at that time in
the high school.

Q: It sounds like a well-rounded school.

A: It was, we had a band instructor and an orchestra instructor; different people at different
times.
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Q: Do you remember how many kids were in your classes?

A: I graduated with 33 and Bill graduated with 22 in his year ahead of us. Ours was the
largest class that graduated so they weren’t real big.

Q: I think that people are saying now that that is too big?

A: Well, the teachers do. But we just had one class in each grade. That’s how many
graduated, just 33 not 133.

Q: Did you go away to school?

A: I did, I went to BYU for two years.

Q: What did you major in?

A: Business, mostly.

Q: Have you worked outside the home?

A: Yes, for a lot of years I worked as a secretary and bookkeeper at the high school in Cedar
City. We went to Logan and I worked up at the college in the bacteriology department and
also worked at the drive-in theater there. Anything we could do to make ends meet. Later I
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worked in the office at Grand County High School for a number of years. I worked for Dr.
Munsey for fifteen years doing insurance. I substituted for a number of years at the schools.

Q: You have been busy and I noticed a clipping in the paper that you recently got an
award for the Woman of the Year?

A: Yes, for Alpha Rho Sorority. I’ve belonged to that for 36 years.

Q: What is their main purpose?

A: It’s an education service organization. We raise money to help St Jude’s and other
children, mostly children but we help other people, too. We donate a lot of money to help the
St Jude’s Hospital for research for children.

Q: When did you find time to be a movie extra?

A: That was after I had graduated. I was working at the Arches Café, which is where the old
Center Café was, right across from the telephone company. There was a big ball room and
the café was on the side where Center Café was. While I was working there, the girl that was
doing the doubling for Joanne Dru – her boyfriend was killed- so she didn’t want to work and
so they asked me if I would. I was just there in the café, so I went.

Q: So you were Joanne Dru?
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A: Yes, I doubled for her. Van Johnson was in the movie along with Joanne Dru.

Q: I got the idea you were a horseback rider?

A: I was raised on a ranch and I love horses, yes.

Q: You were doing some sort of daring horseback riding in the movie?

A: No. I rode the horse and I drove the wagon and like that; walked along and led the horse,
but I didn’t do anything daring. When the wagon was supposed to running away they had a
man down behind me making sure that nothing went wrong.

Q: Did you get in other movies?

A: No. I was just home from college and it was before I was married.

Q: When you were married you went to various locations to go to school?

A: For Bill’s school, yes.

Q: Did he teach, or was he an administrator?
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A: He taught for a few years and then he was an assistant superintendent for six years and
then superintendent for 16 years. Twenty-two years altogether that he was in the Grand
County School District office.

Q: The field that is named for Bill Meador, is that for your son that was killed?

A: The football field itself was in memory of our son, Jeff, that died. He wasn’t killed. The
rest of it was to honor Bill.

Q: How many children do you have?

A: We had four. Bill had a previous marriage and had one boy.

Q: Now you have grandchildren?

A: We have four. The oldest girl is twenty-one and Connie Lyn just turned eighteen last
Friday and Bruin is four and the baby will be three months day after tomorrow. It’s fun.

Q: What keeps you busy now, with the sorority raising funds or?

A: Alpha Rho has two yard sales a year, one in the spring and one in the fall and we make
pretty good money there. And then we sell pecans in November and December and we make
good money there too. We do well. We donate a lot of money but this is an international,
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actually Australia is the only other country, but the United States has chapters in every state.
It’s a good service organization; we help a lot of people.

Q: Are there hospitals in Utah that are a part of that?

A: No. We don’t donate to them. In town we donate a lot to Search and Rescue and
Seekhaven. We help with Girls State and we send money to the special-ed section of each
school. Internationally, we send money for Easter Seals for one big project and St. Jude’s is
our other big project. We have a philanthropic and disaster fund for needy in the state. We
just help in a lot of different areas. And other things I do to keep busy. I keep very busy. For
about ten years I have been helping at the hospital extended care on Monday nights with
Bingo. For about five or six years I went every Monday night, but now I go 2 or 3 times a
month and I organize it to keep people going. Then our sorority goes down there and plays
Bingo every Wednesday afternoon.

Q: So they have Bingo twice a week?

A: Yes, and our sorority furnishes the funds and the prizes for Wednesday. I’m in the
Daughters of Utah Pioneers, which meets during the winter every Wednesday. We just
restored the old building and we restored the pictures. We had the cabin from 1st East and 1st
South moved over by our building and have restored it, twice. We have a new fence now; we
have really worked hard the last four years.
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Q: Hallie Tibbetts mentioned that.

A: She’s my sister. We feel we have really accomplished something.

Q: You have; it certainly looks nice.

A: When you go into the building, you can see the pictures and the directory will tell you
where to find who the people are in the pictures. All those pictures were donated to us from
the families. Beautiful pictures and beautiful frames. Some of them are getting really old.

Q: Some of the older pictures seem to last longer?

A: We have one that is really going fast, but we now have blinds on the windows and
everything to keep the light out when we are not there.

Q: What do you think of Moab now and the changes from when you were growing up?

A: I think we have to go along with the times. I think we need the tourists. When I’m down at
my house, they don’t really bother me. When you go to the store, you just have to plan on
taking your time and not letting it bother you. The bikers and things don’t bother me
personally. We used to take our kids every weekend and go out in the hills or somewhere.
You could be alone then, which you can’t be now. I mean it has really changed from when
we were kids.
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Q: Some of your favorite places?

A: Oh, yes. It makes you feel a little bad some times but life goes on and we do have to go
along with it. Things have to advance. Just like the new library. We need the new library and
I know it will cost money, but we still need it.

Q: Did you glance at some of these questions about the boom times?

A: During the boom times, I worked at the Arches Café .A lot of the people would come in
from Texas and they would complain. I wanted to say, “Well, if you don’t like it, why don’t
you go back to Texas?” But I didn’t say that. My older sister, Mildred, owned a house next to
my parents; my father built it for her because her husband died of heart disease real young.
Then she moved to Salt Lake and so during the boom, my parents (at this time I was home
during the summers and at college during the winters) , my parents rented that little house to
Charlie Steen and his wife and four boys. It was a two-bedroom house and they rented and
stayed there because there wasn’t any other place in town to rent.

Q: Is that the one on Third South?

A: It’s Second North and Third East and it’s the fourth house up on the right-hand side. Don
Baldwin’s house was on the corner, and then there are two others. The third one was ours and
the fourth one wsa my sistre’s. Then you go on up the hill.
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Q: Is that a white-pillared one?

A: That’s the one on about 2nd South and 2nd East that we lived in when I was in the Second
Grade before we bought the house up on Third East. Steens did live there and they moved out
just north of almost where the Poison Spider Bike shop is. There was a little log house and I
think they lived there for a while until they built the house on the hill, but I’m not sure about
that.

Q: Did you know Charlie Steen?

A: I saw him a lot but I didn’t have personal contacts with him myself, no.

Q: What about his boys?

A: The one was very good friend s with Hallie and Bob Tibbitt’s son ,Cap. His name was
Charles. I didn’t really know them. The one came to our museum dinner a number of years
ago, if you remember when Pete Byrd talked, that was Mark.

Q: Mark and Andy recently had the court battle here?

A: Yes, that’s sad, but anyway, they opened the uranium mill and it gave people their first
really paying job unless you were a school teacher or worked for the government. A lot of

Inalyn Meador

February 2004

11

Eastern Utah Human History Library

people like Hallie’s husband, Bob, went to work at Atlas Minerals. I worked there later for a
year or two about 1965; it was another place that I worked in the office.

Q: When you were working all these places, were your kids in school?

A: Some of the time, when they weren’t in school, my parents or my sister-in-law, Eris
Young, tended them. Always had a babysitter in the family. It asks here about my parents’
jobs. They raised sheep at first with a few cows up on the South Mesa. We ran the sheep in
the winter out on the range and so I did ride a lot out on the mountain. We also raised wheat
and I drove tractors when I could hardly reach the pedals. I didn’t like being in the house and
cooking. I got in on a lot of that, but every time I had a chance I’d go out with my dad in the
fields.

Q: Do you still like the outdoors?

A: Yes, I enjoy hiking and being out.

Q: So the boom times didn’t bother your housing?

A: No, that part didn’t bother us. Then I went away to school and when Bill and I got married
we went away to school.

Q: So you were away at school during boom times?
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A: I was. Bill was in the service, mostly during that first part of the boom because it was the
early fifties.

Q: That’s when Charlie Steen discovered Mi Vida in the early fifties. Did you come
from Blanding or Monticello?

A: Blanding. We have lots of cousins and relatives. My great-great-grandfather was a brother
to Brigham Young. My great grandfather had four wives and my great-great-grandfather had
four wives on the Young side. This was before my parents were born.

Q: Is it hard to keep track of all your relatives?

A:Wew were close to our first cousins on both my dad and my mom’s side of the family. We
were not in touch with the other plural families. They were from our great-grandparents’
days.

Q: Being LDS, do you have any feelings about other people in the community getting
along or not?

A: I was raised LDS in Blanding, and I remember coming to Moab and seeing a woman
smoke. I’d never seen a woman smoke until I was six years old. That was kind of a shock. I
remember coming and there were a few sidewalks in Moab, and of course, on First East they
had the rock gutter that the CCC had put in; a beautiful red rock gutter even though they had
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dirt sidewalks. That was the street in front of the MARC and all the way up that street. That
(the present-day MARC) was the first LDS church that I went to in Moab.

Q: Did you know the CCC people?

A: I remember them very well. In Blanding, we had one doctor. I had a tick that got in my
head. The CCCs had some serum flown in for me, to give me a shot. When the county health
nurse came around she would take a spoon and look in your mouth and decide if you needed
your tonsils out. And of the six kids in my family, I had to have mine out. The way I
remember it is that they took us up to the elementary school and the CCs were there. The
CC’s doctor helped the Blanding doctor do the surgeries. They set up an operating table in
the Second Grade and they set up some cots in the first Grade room. I was scared to death of
those CCCs for no reason at all. But I was just a little kid. Then I got ether and had my
tonsils out and went in the other room for a few hours and then went home.

Q: The CCC doctor took out your tonsils?

A: With our local doctor, they helped each other. I don’t know who did it. The CCC boys
were the one that were carrying the patients in to the cots and beds.

Q: So you associated them with the operation?
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A: I did. But my aunt married one of the CCs. A number of the local girls from both Moab
and Blanding married CCs.

Q: In Blanding they had the Dry Valley Camp?

A: I think they also had a camp just north of Blanding and there is one in Dry Valley and the
one at Dalton Springs. There were at least three that I know of, that I can think of. A number
of the girls married and a lot of them were very successful marriages. The CCC’s gave the
boys from the cities a chance to work.

Q: It seems that several of them came from New Jersey, back east? Did you interact
with any governmental agencies such as Arches National Park and so forth?

A: Just to go out and see the parks. We like to go see the parks. The boom really did change
Moab because there were about 2,000 people (I’m not sure exactly how many) when it all
started. And they turned the peach orchards into trailer parks and we still have a lot of trailers
and we don’t have as many peach orchards.

Q: How were the peach orchards?

A: Oh, beautiful fruit. I wasn’t involved in it, we were on the mountain, working, but they
shipped a lot of fruit from Moab. The peaches were really good. Every summer we lived on
the mountain at the ranch. The whole family moved up. School would let out about the
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middle of May and we’d go up. It never started again until after Labor Day so we’d come
down the first of September, the night before school started. My mom would go up with my
dad a lot, but she was always home at night with us. During the winter, my dad would be
gone a lot out to the desert by Cisco with his sheep. Sometimes in the fall and the early
spring he’d be staying at the ranch.

Q: Did they have chuck wagons or a ranch house?

A: We had a two-room house when we first moved there. There were six kids and my
brothers and sisters slept in tents outside. I slept in the one bedroom on the couch. My
parents had the bed and I was there. Then my dad built a porch that was the length of those
two rooms and it held about four or five big beds and a couple of narrow beds. The kids all
slept out there. There was a curtain hanging between the boys and the girls. You had the
breeze blowing in from the summer air.

Q: Did your mother cook for the whole crew?

A: Yes, My mom and my sisters, and my sisters carried water in buckets. I was just little and
didn’t really get into all of that. My dad made a slip and put a barrel on it and we’d hook up
the old white horse, Pet, and it would pull the barrel out to the spring we’d fill the barrel with
water and then we’d pull it back.

Q: Did it have a lid to keep it from slopping out?
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A: It probably had a lid on it. Then my dad piped the water from there. But it was always
alkali water; it wasn’t good to drink. We drank it when we didn’t have anything else. Seems
like we drank a lot of Kool-Aid to cover up the taste. But you know we didn’t have a
refrigerator, even in Blanding. When I had my tonsils out, my aunt had a refrigerator and my
mom sent over and had some Jell-o set up in her refrigerator and got some ice cubes and
things. When we were at the ranch, we’d have the old orange crates and we’d put gunnysacks
over them and put the milk in there. You’d pour water over the top of the gunnysacks and if
you had a little breeze in the shade it would kind of keep it cool. It wasn’t cold. Then my dad
finally got a larger house built and we had a gas refrigerator. He hooked a motor up to an old
Maytag machine outside and she’d do her laundry. She would heat the water over a fire, and
do the laundry outside with an old ringer washing machine. This was on the mesa at our
ranch.

Q: I’ve used a ringer washer, too.

A: We even used a ringer washer in town too. We did it inside during the winter, but in the
summer it was always outside.

Q: When you were growing up in Moab, were the streets paved?

A: The Main Street was, and the Main Street at that time turned at what is now the Wells
Fargo Bank and went up Center Street by the courthouse and up around past Milt’s and out
the old way (past present-day Red Rock Elementary). In fact, the old, old road was over
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further, like going out in front of White’s Ranch and out. The one I remember goes the way it
goes now, but you came down Fourth East, that way past the old drive in theater.

Q: Did you go to the theater when it was up on the hill?

A: We did a few times. It didn’t last very many summers. That one didn’t. The other one
lasted a long time, but the one on the hill didn’t last very long so we only went there a couple
times. We had kids then.

Q: Do you have pictures of the one on the hill? People remember it, but we can’t find
pictures of it.

A: No, we don’t have a picture. Yes, we remember it, but we were just saying the other day
that it didn’t last very long.

Q: The screen is still there for the one down below?

A: Yes, we went to a lot of movies there with our kids.

Q: What do you consider the best and the worst thing about living here in the boom
times?
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A: The best was probably that it gave jobs to the people. I don’t know that there was any
worst unless it was that there wasn’t enough housing, and they had to take the orchards, but
personally it didn’t bother me.

Q: So your family just did what they had always been doing?

A: Yes, on the mountain in the summer and in town in the winter. Now they are keeping that
mountain road open pretty much during the winter, but it still would be pretty hard to get
down to the ranch in the winter. The Loop Road, they are keeping part of that open since
people live up there off the Loop Road now. Still there was quite a steep hill down on into
the ranch, so it would have been very hard. We didn’t have snowmobiles and all those things
then. So we came to town.

Q: You still like to hike? Where do you like to hike?

A: I do. We hike out in the desert mostly. I’ve hiked Mt Peale, about three years ago.

Q: Lots of talus slopes and lots of rocks?

A: Yes, and the mountains and up Fisher Valley.

Q: As far as social clubs and church gatherings, you’ve done all those things?
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A: Yes, I’m very active in my church. I’m also active in the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers.
You don’t have to be LDS to be in the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers. It’s for anyone who
has pioneer ancestors that came to Utah before 1865 or 1869. There were quite a number of
them. We do have members that are not LDs. That’s the way it should be.

Q: Do you have things you’d like to change about Moab now?

A: I just wish everybody could get along better together. Everyone. People.

Q: Do you think this is different in Moab than in any other place?

A: Yes, I do. I think Moab has more diversity of different kinds of people, everything,
churches, et., more than most of the towns in Utah.

Q: Does this diversity make for the bad feelings?

A: I don’t think with the churches, it does, but I think a lot of the people that have grown up
here resent the people that come in and changing the names of all the canyons and all the
different places. It was always named but they changed the name to something different.
Thinking that they discovered everything, but they didn’t discover everything. We’d have
them telling us, oh you ought to go here or go there and I found this and I found that, but we
know, we’ve been there. That kind of stuff. Like I’m an old timer, we resent that they think
they know more than we do and they resent that we have a thought of our own. They want to
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take over. A lot of them are very brilliant and some of the things they do are very great. But
there is a division and that’s where I say I think I wish we could get along better.

Q: The newcomers and the old timers?

A: Yes,

Q: Do you have any feelings about the tailings?

A: Yes, they are different from Bill’s because I want them moved. I don’t like the tailings
near to the river and it might be going into the river. Poisons, I would like to see it moved.

Q: That should make for a happy family.

A: I did work at Atlas Minerals.

Q: You each have your own opinions.

A: We do. I certainly have my own opinions. I’m not a “yes person.”

Q: You spend a lot of time visiting the grandkids?
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A: We do. We love going to visit out kids. The families are what it’s all about. Hallie and
Bob’s Sixtieth Anniversary is today. Bob’s from the old Stewart family in town.

Q: Do you play golf?

A: I play occasionally; I play between 5 and 10 times a year so you can’t say I really play
golf. I’m not really good at it. I’m glad that Bill has golf because he does enjoy it.

Q: Have we left out anything?

A: My parents were both born in Mexico. Old Mexico. My father came out of old Mexico in
1905 and he was only 5 years old. My mom’s family stayed there until Pancho Villa and his
group were raiding them. They had to leave in wagons when she was 12 years old and take a
few possessions and the family in the wagon. Just a few clothes and things. I loved to hear
my mom’s stories about that. My dad was younger and he didn’t remember that much.

Q: Have you been to Mexico?

A: Bill and I took my mother back. A lot of the Mormons went down there because of
polygamy. Probably the Young side did, by my mother was a Helquist and the Hatch side of
her family had a little polygamy but that was way back in the olden days. They didn’t go
because of polygamy; that traded land with some relatives. The got tired of living in
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Koosharem where it was cold, down south of Richfield. So they traded some land and went
to Mexico. We have an interesting history. The ancestors came over with the pioneers.

Q: Where did they come from?

A: The Youngs came from England and the Helquists came from Sweden; after they were in
the United States, they were in Vermont and New York, I think, and then into Nauvoo,
Illinois. My great-great-grandfather came with Brigham Young on the first wagon train that
came and my great grandfather came on the second group. He was about 9 years old and he
and his little brother came without parents or anything. He said they were like chore boys.
They walked most of the way and had to get wood and things like that for the wagon train..

Q: Did you have relatives in the Hole in the Rock group?

A: No, that’s Bill’s side of the family. His great grandfather was in that group. His
grandmother was only 6 months old when she came. They brought her over through the Hole
in the Rock. We did take a trip to Escalante and over that rough road down into the top of
where they went down over. We had been to the bottom where you look and can go up from
Lake Powell, but we took the trip be Escalante about three years ago. That was a fun trip. It
was a hard trip. They don’t really want you to go that way because the roads are terrible.
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Q: We parked our car at the top and we went down the Escalante in our little boats,
down to Lake Powell and then we walked up the Hole in the Rock. We had to hang on
in places; it wasn’t just a walk.

A: Bill and I both went to all of our elementary school here in Moab. Right in that one
building first through twelfth grade. Football games and PE were across the field. We had the
old tennis court there. During the boom times, they did use the DUP hall for Second Grade
classes. I think they held 2 classes up in the back, they divided that and they had to practice
going out the windows until they got that back door put in. They had one class downstairs
and there were two sessions per day. Even when I came to work for Grand County High
School, they were in sessions. That’s one thing the boom did. Half the town would go in the
morning and half the kids would go in the afternoon until we moved to the new High School.

Q: And then when the bust time came they just had four days of school?

A: They didn’t have enough funds. Bill was superintendent hen and he had to change it to
four days to try to save on money. You’ll have to talk to him about that. That was a little after
the boom. During the boom they did use the DUP hall; the school owned it at that time.
When Hallie was young, they had band out in the DUP hall.
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