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Dale henry & Donna Williams oviatt
Interview by Detta Dahl
Q: What is your full name?
Dale: Dale Henry Oviatt
Q: When were you born?
Dale: November 2, 1929.
Q: Donna, what is your full name and your maiden name?
Donna: Donna Oviatt; my maiden name was Williams.
Q: When were you born?
Donna: December 25, 1929.
Q: Dale, where were you born?
Dale: Elmo, Utah.
Q: What were your folks doing when you were born?
Dale: They were farmers, ranchers.
Q: Did you go to school there?
Dale: I went to about the sixth grade in Elmo, then we moved and I went to Sunnyside
School and then finally in Dragerton; then 11th and 12th in Price; then Carbon College.
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Q: When did you come to Moab, and why?
Dale: I came down in 1945 about. My brothers found a couple of Moab girls and they got
married so I came down and shopped around.
Q: How did you meet Donna?
Dale: I went out to a party; it was after a dance and at a private home. Donna and one of
her boy friends and another girl drove up in a pickup. I picked her up and hauled her into
the dance and she made me dance with her and then I took her home.
Q: Did you find work here in Moab?
Dale: I spent one winter up on the mountain here taking care of cows and such.
Q: Who were you working for?
Dale: Joe Wheeler up on Wilson Mesa. I went to the Navy after that. After I got out of
the Navy, I worked in the coal mine up in Horse Canyon. I worked there for awhile and
then they had a big lay-off. The guys that had been there for ten or twelve years knew
they were going to get laid off, so I didn’t wait around. I came to Moab and got a job.
Q: And this was when?
Dale: Oh, it was 1953 when we came down here, I think.
Q: What did you do in the Navy?
Dale: I was a Damage control man.
Q: Where were you stationed?
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Dale: In Nagusta, Japan.
Q: Whose damage were you controlling?
Dale: Mostly my own, I think. Actually they put me in beach group and there was no
rating there for damage control man. I was there like I am now, didn’t know what I was. I
was stationed on an Army base; drew Navy pay; and ate Navy Chow; had a full seabag of
Marine Greens.
Q: So you just did whatever needed doing? Donna, may I ask you where you were
born?
Donna: I was born in Durango, Colorado,
Q: What were your folks doing then?
Donna: My father was a policeman, my mother was the housekeeper.
Q: Did you go to school in Durango?
Donna: Until about the second grade. Then we moved here (to Moab).
Q: You moved here about what year?
Donna: 1935 or 1936 or something like that. I’m not sure.
Q: What did your folks do when they moved over?
Donna: My mother and father got a divorce. My mother and my two sisters and I moved
here; my brother stayed with my father. She worked cleaning hotel rooms, in the only
hotel there was here at the time. I think it was called Hammond or something like that. I
was so little, I don’t remember. I think it set about where Meadors’ ranch was across
from the old City Market – where City Market used to be. That’s about where it was, the
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way I remember. Mom was a telephone operator after that for about 25 years. We all
went to school, all of us, in one building from kindergarten to senior in high school.
Q: Is that school building still here?
Donna: It’s the new city office building. They have repaired it and redone it so many
times that is doesn’t look anything like it did when I went to school there.
Q: You were telling a story about going to school there and about a teacher, Mr.
Evans. Would you tell that now?
Donna: He was a great teacher. We lived out past the hospital at the time. Every kid
down there that could not ride the bus, got together and we all walked to school. H. B.
Evans lived down there, too. There were about 10 or 15 of us trailing along behind him,
singing, “March, March, March!” In school, he was the best science teacher. He would
give you an assignment to do, but someone would say something, or ask a question and
we never heard about the assignment again. He would go off on another subject; same
thing the next day. When it came time for a test, he’d say “You are going to have a test
today”. But guess what he tested on? What we had talked about (not the assignments).
I don’t remember how I did on the test. I wasn’t a very, very good student, but I liked him
and he made a lot of friends, he was such a nice guy.
Q: What was your impression of Moab when you were young, going to school?
Donna: I remember when my Dad still lived over in Durango and my younger sister and I
went over to Durango to see him for about a week. We came back on the bus, and we got
up here and crossed the one lane bridge and it was green and the trees were beautiful.
And those old red rocks! I said “This is where I want to be.” It was so beautiful with all
the white snow on the mountains.
Q: Did you know anyone who knew or had any contact with any of the CCC boys?
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Donna: No, I didn’t know of anybody that did.
Q: You live out by one of the projects, the Pack Creek diversion dam. What did you
think of Dale the first time you saw him?
Donna: I didn’t know what to think of him.
Q: Was he telling jokes then?
Donna: Yes, he was telling jokes. That’s an everyday occurrence, all day. He was fun to
be with. He is still fun to be with but I get kind of tired of hearing jokes all the time.
(laughs)
Q: After you finished school, did you go to work?
Donna: I went to Salt Lake with my older sister and we worked up there. I worked at
ZCMI; and she worked in a box factory. We were there 3 or 4 years, and then I moved
back down. That’s when I met Dale.
Dale: talking about that Pack Creek diversion dam, I think it is just right across the road
here; the one that is washed out, on the south side of Kerby Lane. There used to be a big
dam, but it is all washed out. There is still part of it, the spill way and all. You can see
part of it. There are lots of rocks up in the valley where the CCC put them to keep the
floods from washing everything out. That’s the only dam I know of.
Donna: I was kind of young when the CCC was here, so I don’t remember too much
about them.
Q: That was back in the thirties. The story is that some of them found girls here in
Moab and may have stayed here. Did you hear of any?
Dale: I used to work with one of them that came back and married a local girl. That’s
Gearhart. He worked out at the mill. He married one of the Taylor girls.
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Q: Did they have children here?
Dale: No, they didn’t have any children. He worked here as a mechanic for a long time
then he worked out at the mill.
Donna: She used to be the school nurse, I remember.
Q: What did you do, Dale, when you came to Moab? You were in the uranium
industry?
Dale: I drove truck for awhile, and hauled it. Then I worked up on Polar Mesa in the
uranium mine. Then I worked in a mine out on La Sal Creek. Then I went to work for the
lumberyard down here – Moab Lumber (Turner, now). Then I went to work out at the
mill. After I quit there, I went to work for Grand County forever.
Q: When did you start with driving truck?
Dale: That was about 1953-1954.
Q: What company were you driving for?
Dale: It was my wife’s ex brother-in-law, Charlie Dull. Driving truck for him, hauling
uranium ore up to Monticello.
Q: Were you living here in Moab?
Dale: Yes, this was after we were married.
Q: Any interesting tidbits when you were driving truck?
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Dale: Not really, I stayed on the road, and that was about it. It was what I was doing
while I was in the Navy most of the time; working the transportation since I didn’t have a
rating there for damage control man. I was driving truck and what have you.
Q: Were you driving in Japan? What side of the road do they drive on?
Dale: Yes, (Wrong side) Over there they drive on the left hand side. To tell you the truth,
it was harder to get used to driving on the right hand side when I came back than it was to
get used to driving on the left hand side over there.
Q: After the truck driving, then you went up on Polar Mesa? Who were you
working for there and what did you do?
Dale: Harold Dull, his brother. (keeping it in the family) I was drilling, shooting,
mucking, just mining it.
Q: Was the pay pretty good for a miner?
Dale: Yes. It paid pretty good.
Q: Was it a safe mine?
Dale: They didn’t have any accidents there that I know of. And I worked out at the Gray
Dawn for Cal Uranium. My brother was boss out there. I was doing the same thing:
mining, drilling, shooting.
Q: Was it a big crew?
Dale: Out at the Gray Dawn, it was just the three of us. My brother, and the guy I went to
work at the county for was the helper there. He was boss afterwards.
Q: You worked at the mill, too?
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Dale: That was after I had worked at the lumber yard – in the 60s sometime. Hauling
lumber and what have you. Then I went to work out at the mill as a mechanic.
Q: The Atlas Mill? What did you work on there?
Dale: Just about everything there: yellow cake dust collectors, crusher, all mechanic
work.
Q: Who operated the mill then? About when was that?
Dale: Atlas Minerals, I think, when I went to work there. Late sixties, don’t remember
what date it was.
Q: After all of this, you went to work for the County, and you retired from the
County?
Dale: I worked for them for thirty and a half years. I was a mechanic mostly, run the
motorgraders, rotors and backhoes. Finally wound up as assistant supervisor when I left.
Q: How did the county crew change over the years?
Dale: It got quite a bit bigger. It was an interesting crew – a bunch of good guys.
Q: Did you work on any of the infrastructure of the area – water, sewer, etc.?
Dale: Not really, I didn’t do anything for Moab city itself; County roads mostly.
Q: How do you feel about the current controversy about what is a county road?
Dale: I think the county has done a good job.
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Q: Donna, did you work outside the home or volunteer while you were raising the
family?
Donna: Yes, I worked Sprouse-Reitz and then I worked for the Spudnut shop for a year
or so; that’s where the Sportsman café is now. Then I went to work for Millers Clothing
for about twelve years or so; put our kids through college.
Q: How many children do you have? What are their ages and what are they doing
now?
Donna: Three. One is driving truck; you have to have a college education to drive a truck
anymore. He drove for Savage; Russell is 55 or 56, (born in 1948). He lives in
Huntington and he’s working for the county right now. He retired once, but he got bored
so he went back to work. He had worked for Savage for 20 years so he had his retirement.
My daughter does blueprints for bathrooms and kitchens in Denver. She’s a designer for
bathrooms and kitchens and she has a job for one of our friends where they do all the
decorating for the malls in Denver. She is a very busy girl.
Q: Any grandchildren?
Donna: Yes, I’ve got six grandchildren and seven great-grands. Just one little girl.
Q: Do any of them live in Moab?
Donna: No. they haven’t for years and years. They are in Utah except the one that lives in
Colorado. One lives in Price and one lives in Huntington.
Q:Terry is your daughter?
Donna: Yes, Dale’s and mine. (Dale: they are all three my kids, but just one by marriage.)
Q: Did your kids go to school here?
Dale Oviatt
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Donna: Yes,
Q: What kind of house did you live in here, together?
Donna: Here in Moab, we had a house down where the Center Café is now. We sold it
and they built a café on there. We wanted to move out so we weren’t all sandwiched in
between all the motels and hotels and apartments. So we moved out here (on Kerby
Lane).
Q: When did you move out here? And did you buy this?
Dale: It was a HUD home, actually. When they appraised it, it was for $50,000. When we
were going to bid on it, Donna asked how much we should bid? I said if they appraised it
for fifty thousand, if you want it, that’s what you better bid for it.
Donna: That’s when all the houses were selling and everybody was moving out of Moab.
Dale: It was about twenty years ago.
Donna: It was when the mill closed down and everybody was moving out.
Dale: Whenever year it was, it was Thanksgiving Day.
Donna: He and I moved in Thanksgiving Day; the kids were grown and gone.
Q: The place that is now the Center Café on First West, was that an original house?
Donna: Dan, Lila Winberger used to own it. It was two rooms. When we bought it, we
just kept adding on and adding on as we got kids. It was a really long lot, right next to the
hotel, The Moab Hotel across from the Bike shop corner of 1st N and 1st W. Jack Rour
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used to run it then. Then we had a motel behind us and apartment complex on the other
side of us so we decided it was time to move out.
Q: Did they tear your house down to build the café?
Donna: No, they still have the house there.
Dale: They just built all around it.
Donna: It became a restaurant right away as soon as we left.
Q: What was that restaurant?
Dale: I don’t know what the two girls that bought it from us what name they had for it.
(Honest Ozzie’s)
Q: Was First West a pretty busy road?
Donna: Very, very busy. Just about like Main Street was. Instead of getting on Main
Street with no lights where you couldn’t get on the road -that was during the boom- and
they come down First Street so they didn’t have to wait for the traffic for fifteen minutes
or so. It was very busy.
Q: Did you shop for groceries and stuff in Moab?
Donna: Of course, I worked in Millers.
Q: What all did Millers have?
Donna: We didn’t have groceries, it was just clothing, better lines of clothing. He was in
business a long time. Hal Johnson used to own it, but he closed down and retired. He had
health problems. Then Sprouse-Reitz bought it. They had a big Sprouse-Reitz store there
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and I worked there for a little while – for about a year. Working out here and driving in to
work every day got kind of monotonous and expensive.
Q: How was this road when you moved out here?
Donna: It wasn’t too bad. The only thing is, when we have a gully-washer, you can’t get
across here. It roars down and fills clear up. We had some Relief Society teachers here
one day and it was raining. We hadn’t thought about the Creek (Pack Creek); they visited
with us about a half hour; when they got ready to go they had a hard time getting across
the creek. Dale was afraid he was going to have to push them with his Jeep to get them
through.
Q: Did you spend much time in other cities, Monticello, Grand Junction?
Donna: Not really, just when we have to go over there to the doctor, that’s the only time
we shop there. We don’t go to VA, we go to St. Marys.
Q: You don’t use your Veterans benefit?
Dale: No, Ma’am.
Q: How about interaction with Park Service, Forest Service, BLM? When you were
working for the county, did you have run-ins or cooperative efforts?
Dale: Didn’t do that much. The roads going across Park Service and BLM grounds, we
graded them, took care of them, but other than that, that was about it.
Donna: They graded up in the mountains even, the Loop road and all over for the Forest
Service. It worked out so that everybody was agreeable.
Q: What did you do for recreation when the kids were growing up?
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Donna: We used to deer hunt; we used to roller skate; we loved to go arrowhead hunting;
now we can’t walk very good.
Q: Where did you roller skate?
Donna: Where is the roller skating rink that we used to go to?
Dale: I think the one there at Star Hall wasn’t a roller rink when we got married, but
Lynn Day had one up on Fourth North and Third East, I think it was. He had a roller rink
up there and we used to go up there about every weekend to go roller skating. We did
quite a bit of archery all over the state and into Colorado.
Q: Contests? And Shoots? Any trophies?
Dale: Oh a few.
Donna: Lots of them, dust collectors.
Q: Did you make your own arrows?
Dale: Yes, I made a few of them. Wooden ones to start with, fletched them and all; then
fiberglass ones. I had a archery arrowhead box that I gave to my son in law and all the
archery equipment and then my boy, when he was going to Carbon College he was doing
some archery and I gave him all my aluminum arrows. Only trouble was, he stopped to
see his girl friend at one of the bowling alleys and while he was in there, somebody stole
all the arrows.
Q: Were you a good hunter?
Dale: We seemed to get out deer every year.
Donna: I never did shoot one, but Dale shot his almost every year. Good, good meat.
Dale Oviatt
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Q: Did you ever go elk hunting or bird hunting or fishing?
Dale: I never went elk hunting or pheasant hunting either one. I did a lot of fishing. We
used to go to pretty near all the lakes on the mountain.
Donna: we did a lot of river fishing up on the sandbars (Colorado River). We had friends
that we’d meet up there and have Dutch Oven dinners. We’d fish and the kids would
wade around in the water. We had to watch them like hawks. We used to have a lot of
fun; we used to own a boat. We sold it because it is just too hard to manage a big boat.
Then we bought a rubber raft and we used to go to Monticello and that lake and paddle
and play around on the rubber raft. Lloyds Lake. We used to have a lot of Dutch oven
dinners, it was wonderful, biscuits and, oh! nothing better.
Dale: I have to tell you about my sweet wife though up at Lloyds Lake. It was down kind
of low and the shale there was slick. The wife told me if we went riding around on the
raft, then we’d go down and play golf down at the golf course. When we got ready to get
out of the lake, she stepped on the bank, slipped and fell down and was mud from one
end to the other. (Went underneath the boat) So we had to go back to the trailer house and
change clothes before we went to the golf course.
Q: When did you start playing golf?
Dale: Back in the fifties.
Q: What is the history of the golf course here; was it going then?
Dale: The county actually did the grading and all before I went to work for the county. It
was a nine hole golf course. Then it proved to be pretty good so eventually they made it
an eighteen hole course out of it.
Q: Do you still play there?
Dale Oviatt
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Dale: Well, I call it playing golf. I don’t know what others call it.
Donna: I played golf, but I don’t play any more because I’ve got too big of a yard to play
golf.
Dale: Bill Buchanan and I were out there last Monday about one o’clock and played nine
holes. It wasn’t all that cold, but we didn’t have out shirts off.
Q: Let’s talk about now. Do you think your medical problems are because of the
uranium that you worked in?
Dale: Oh, could be.
Donna: Well, the doctor said it definitely was.
Dale: You’d put your dust mask on and go in those yellowcake dust-collectors; work for
about four or five minutes. It would be covered up with dust so bad, you’d take the dust
cover off, do your work and come out a-spitting out yellowcake dust.
Q: Do you want to talk about your medical history and how that has affected you?
Dale: I didn’t even know I had cancer until I was up to the Senior (Center) one day and
(Western Lung Cancer Testing) took an x-ray and found it. Went from there. Went over
to St Marys and they operated and took half of my right lung out.
Donna: He went six years before he had two more spots on his lungs.
Q: Did you work during the time that made you eligible for the government
program and were you able to get the benefit.
Donna:Yes,
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Dale: Actually, the cancer never has bothered me all that much. Lived pretty much the
way I would anyway.
Donna: But it eats you away and finally fills you up so that you die.
Q: You are lucky that you don’t have pain?
Donna: Well he’s had pain since his chemo (treatment). It gives him pains in his arms
and legs and back.
Q: And you are having a chemo series now?
Donna: Yes, he goes over again tomorrow (Feb 8, 2006).
Q: Do you think you have had any health problems from living in Moab or with
Dale’s work?
Donna: I don’t seem to have. No, I’ve had tests and there doesn’t seem to be any
problem.
Q: You have seen quite a change in the development of health care in Moab. When
you first came here was the Allen Memorial Hospital built?
Donna: No, You know where the gas company used to be downtown. The hospital was
right across the street
Dale: It was right across the street from Williams dentist office, where that big hotel on
First West and Center Street is now is where the old hospital used to be.
Donna: We had one doctor, Dr. Allen.
Q: Were your children born here?
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Donna: No, I didn’t have any born here in Moab. There was one born in Wyoming and
one born in Colorado and one born in Dragerton, Utah, while we were working at the
coal mines up there.
Q: Is there any funny story about anything going on?
Donna: He doesn’t know any clean ones. (laughs)
Q: We need one we can put on paper?
Dale: I better not indulge in those funny stories.
Well, we will conclude this session February 7, 2006. Thank you very much.
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