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Samuel john taylor

Interviewed by Rusty Salmon, July 25, 2003, at Moab, Utah

Question (Rusty): Why don’t we start with a little bit of your Taylor family history?

Where does Loren Taylor fit into the greater Taylor clan?

Answer (Sam): He was the grandson of Norman Taylor who was an 18-year-old

wheelwright on the Brigham Young wagon train in 1847. His father’s name was Arthur.

He was one of a number of sons that Norman had from his first wife. His second wife,

who was his first wife’s sister, had a few children, too. And we’ve identified 6 or 7 other

wives that he had, too. He got around. My father was also born in Moab in a large log

cabin behind what is now the Old Ranchhouse, which was the family homestead. The

family lived in the log cabin while they built the ranch house, which was probably the

first “mansion” if you want to call it that, in town.

Q: Were there any other earlier buildings or earlier residents that you know of, on

that property?

A: No. And that surprises me, because there were 3 or 4 families that came in a year

before the Taylors came in. And why they bypassed that marvelous spring is amazing to

me. That’s the main reason that Arthur and Norman settled there was because of the

abundance of fresh clean water. That spring now is owned by Moab City.  Incidentally,
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the log cabin that my dad was born in, we salvaged. It had been moved down to where

the Orchard Villa townhouses are being built. When it was apparent that it was standing

in the way of progress down there (it’s a huge log cabin),  the contractor on the job and

the owner of the property both knew the cabin’s background and offered it to me if I’d

move it out of there. They said if it doesn’t get out of there, they would burn it down.

And so we moved that cabin over to our little nine-acre farm and erected it again on a

concrete pad down by Pack Creek. We subdivided our acreage a number of years ago and

sold the parcel including the cabin to our son Zane and his wife Molly.  So now the cabin

is theirs, which is appropriate since they haqve done the restoration themselves, including

a wood-burning stove, electricity, and running water.  It will be marvelous when it’s done

– sort of a rustic guest house.

Q: So it’s in much better shape than the Balsley cabin over by the DUP hall?

A: Oh yes, and five times as big. Interestingly enough, Ponderosa logs that were used to

build it, and we’d cut in to add a window here and something there. The cabin was built

in 1881, and those logs looked terrible, but when we got _ inch into them, they looked

like they’d just been cut, just beautiful things.

Q: Can we get a little background on your dad because he was quite the outstanding

editor/publisher of the area also?
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A: He was kind of orphaned at age 13 when his mother passed away. There were eleven

kids in the family, and he was kind of the middle of the bunch. From age 13 on, he was

pretty much on his own. He only had one year of Junior High School, I think. So he was

cut loose, and the first job he had that I know anything about, was riding the mail from

Moab to Cane Springs where the Hole in the Rock is now. There he would meet a rider

from La Sal and they would exchange mail packets. I don’t know if he had that job too

long. He did spend one year driving the mail stage from Moab to Thompson with a stop

at the half way house.

Q: When he went the other way (Moab to Cane Springs), it was just on horse?  It

wasn’t the stage?

A: Yes, just horseback.

Q: Thompson was the mail stage.

A: I found his inscription on the very toe of that big rock at the Hole in the Rock. It’s

carved and it was early nineteen hundreds, 1903 or something like that. And it’s real high

on the rock. I asked him one time, “I found your name and the date on a rock at Hole in

the Rock.” He said, “Yeah, I remember carving it in there”. I said, “Well. It’s way up

high on the rock.  Was there a big sand dune up there”? He said, “The guy from La Sal

was late and I was bored so I decided to carve my name in the rock and I got my horse up
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next to the rock, got up and stood on the saddle and carved that name”. He said it was a

good old horse.

Q: He must have been.

A: And that name is still very visible.

Q: And he drove mail stage for a while?

A: Yes, and then he decided he wanted to see the world so he hooked up with Buffalo

Bill’s Wild West Show at Thompson or Green River, one of the two, and went to work

for them for a week or two until he found that shoveling up crap wasn’t the best job in the

world. So he went back to Sunnyside Junction and hopped a freight, a coal train, up to

Sunnyside. Got a job working in the coal mine. That lasted a day. He decided there had to

be a better way to make a living. By this time he was about 16 or 17. So he hopped

another freight back into Price and got a job working in a little weekly newspaper. There

were two newspapers in Price at that time; he went to work for one of them that was

operated by a real drunkard. The place was a mess and the guy said, “You’re gonna have

to get the paper out. There are the type cases and you put the type together and get a

newspaper out.” He said, “What’ll I put in it?” And he said, “Oh, just get the other paper

and copy what they had.” So that was his introduction to the newspaper business. And a

year or two later, when he fairly well learned the mechanics of putting out a newspaper,

his older brother-in-law, Clarence Robertson, who was the County Attorney here in
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Grand County, and who was kind of Dad’s mentor, bought the Grand Valley Times from

J.N. Corbin. And he bought it primarily because Corbin wanted out badly. He was an

entrepreneur, mining magnate type, always had new ideas. He started the first telephone

company here.

Q: What year would this have been?

A: It would have been about turn of the Century. He wanted to sell the paper and get out

of it because he had other fish to fry. Clarence was a very bright man. He was of the firm

opinion that a community without a newspaper was not a total community and he didn’t

want to see the newspaper fold. So Clarence bought the newspaper from J.N. Corbin but

Robertson was terribly busy as the county’s only attorney. So when Dad was 18,

Clarence turned the operation over to him. That was in 1911. He was an immediate

success, very popular in the community. He was asked by the Republican Party to run for

the Legislature. But he wasn’t old enough to vote. He did have a 43-year stint as

editor/publisher and was deeply involved in politics during that time.

Q: At that point, when Robertson bought the newspaper, was that when they

changed the name from Grand Valley Times? When did that occur?

A: No. That was in the 1910 to 1920 era by the owners of the newspaper.  It was owned

by a corporation because Dad didn’t have any money to buy it and they just hired him as

editor. The same people that owned the newspaper also owned the First National Bank of
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Moab of Utah. A year or two later, a new bank opened called Moab State Bank. They

didn’t like the idea that the newspaper was owned by their competitor. So they convinced

a young man named H.W. Cherry to start a rival newspaper here called the Independent.

Well, there wasn’t enough business in Moab at that time for one newspaper, let alone

two. Cherry realized that a year or two later and then the Moab State Bank closed its

doors. It went broke. So Dad bought Cherry out and that’s where the Times-Independent

came from.

Q: A combination of the two names?

A: Uh huh.

Q: Okay, how many kids did your Dad have?

A: Five. I’m the last one.

Q: And who are your brothers and sisters?

A: I had four older sisters. The youngest of the four was six years older than me, so I was

pretty much raised as an only child.

Q: Can you give me their names?
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A: Oldest was Cecil, then Miriam (she’s the only survivor), then Lorena, named after her

father, really, and Sally. And they are all gone now but Miriam and she’s 84, living in

Boise. We visit on the phone often.

Q: You say you were raised almost as an only child. Tell us about growing up.

A: Well, I didn’t have a mother; I had 5 mothers.

Q: Where were you living at this time with your family?

A: We had a big home on Second East, between First and Second North. Still there now,

the current owners have totally restored it. It’s a beautiful old home. They are landscapers

by profession and they have made a real show place out of it. It’s on a huge lot – quarter

of a city block. So I was raised in old town Moab. Born here – in the hospital – where the

Canyonlands Inn now stands and delivered by old Doc I.W. Allen.

Q: What are your memories of Moab as a young boy growing up, the size of the

town?

A: Great memories. It was between 800 and 1000 people, until I left to go to college it

was the same size. Primarily agriculture. Livestock. A lot of farming here in the valley.

Almost every professional person in town, the town’s lawyer Mitch Melich, and my Dad

and all of the rest of them had little farms. They had to have something to supplement
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their income. So, until I went away to college, I had to milk a cow morning and evening.

When I left for college, they sold the cow. And when we moved down to our little 9-acre

farm, Adrien, who grew up kind of a city girl, wanted all kinds of animals. We’ve had

pigs and chickens and sheep and geese. But I put my foot down when she said a cow. No

way. I’ll never milk another cow.

Q: Were there a lot of kids your age at that time?

A: Seemed like there were. There were only 22 kids in my high school graduating class.

Most of them are still here and we are all very close friends. And I had some marvelous

friends, marvelous growing up experiences here. Playing up on the red hill or down on

the creek bottom. Kids complain today about not having anything to do. I never had any

problem finding things to do; there were too many things to do here. And when it got hot

like it has been in this last week or two, we spent our time in the swimming pool, which

came to Moab in the late 1930s, or at the power dam or in the creek. We stayed wet. And

when we’d go home at night, the family would be gathered outside on the porch or in the

back yard. It would be too hot in the house, no air conditioning.

Q: Did you sleep out on sleeping porches at night?

A: Uh huh, my favorite place to sleep was in our grape arbor. It was always cool in the

grape arbor and I loved the sound of the crickets. I still love the sound of the crickets. It’s

one insect that has a safe conduct pass on my mini-farm right now.
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Q: What year did you go away to college?

A: 1951

Q: You went to the service first? No, you went to college first. What was your intent

when you went to college? Were you thinking of going into publishing?

A: No I was thinking of going into geology. I was a geology major and a music minor.

Q: Tell me about the school. Which one did you go to?

A: I went to the University of Utah with my first year on a fairly liberal academic

scholarship. I had been an All-State football player in high school. So I got numerous

bids for athletic scholarships from a number of colleges but not one from the University

of Utah and that’s where I wanted to go to school. So I took the academic scholarship

which was for full tuition and went for a year there. The fall and summer after my

freshman year, toward the end of summer, my father had a massive stroke and wasn’t

able to speak. He was hardly able to walk. He was in the hospital for quite a while, and so

in August of that year, 1952, I chose not to go back to college. I took the newspaper over

and ran it for 9 months until we could find someone to lease it to. Dad didn’t want to sell

it. He just wanted to lease it.  He always had the idea that he could come home. By that

time, he’d been appointed to a state commission post, which was a full time commission
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job, so he and mother lived in Salt Lake for 6 years. When I dropped out, I lost my

academic scholarship and so, thinking I had to have a scholarship of some sort to

continue in college, I took an athletic scholarship at Westminster College. In other words,

they hired me to play football. I found out that’s a terrible way to get an education. What

had been a fun sport for me became not fun at college level. It was all business. It was

kill or be killed. The traveling and the practice time was disastrous on my academics. The

first semester at Westminster, I had a C average, second semester after football season

had ended I got straight A average, 4.0. At that time I was deeply involved in studying

geology, and Westminster had a great geology department. But I knew I had the military

facing me. I came home that summer after a year in Westminster, took a job on a drill rig

core drilling in a uranium field out near where the Rio Algom is now. We had good

properties, but we weren’t drilling deep enough. We were only drilling 1,000-foot holes

and Rio Algom strike was hit at about 2,000 feet down. So we drilled all that country out

there. Of course, the town had exploded by then and the company that I went to work for,

called Apex Exploration, had two rigs.  The one I worked on the first two weeks on the

job was run by an old Texas driller from the big oil rigs, and he hated the small rigs, but it

was a good job and he liked living here. So he taught me a lot in two weeks. There was so

much business that Apex bought 5 or 6 more rigs. But they didn’t have drillers for them

so two weeks after I started as a driller’s helper, I had my own rig. But I’d got tired of

working and waiting around. The Korean War was still going on. So one day when I was

in town, (we used to work from 5 in the morning until 10 or 11 at night) we had to drill

the full thousand feet; we couldn’t leave the pipe in the ground. I went to the secretary of

the draft board here in town and I said that I’m tired of waiting and I know I’ve got this
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obligation ahead of me so put me at the top of the list. He said, “okay.” And I went back

to work. One day while working on the rig not long after that, we had a part break and it

needed to be welded and machined in a machine shop. At that time we had 3 or 4

marvelous machine shops here in town. I got in the pickup, threw that broken part in the

back, drove to town, dropped the part off to be fixed, said I’d pick it up early the next

morning or late afternoon. I hadn’t been in town long enough to go to the post office for a

long time. So I went to the post office to get my mail, my accumulated mail, and one of

the letters was from Dwight D Eisenhower. “Greetings. Your friends and neighbors have

decided...” And I only had 4 days to report to Fort Douglas, Utah, for induction. So I took

a quick 4-day scenic tour of Grand Canyon and Salt Lake and became a soldier for two

years.

Q: So when you left to go to college, the boom hadn’t really started?

A: No.

Q: Then you came back in the short interim and things had really started to change

and then you took off again?

A: And I took off again. And I was gone for two years. I requested overseas duty; I didn’t

want to be stationed in the United States because I knew I’d be fighting to get back home

on 3-day passes. I didn’t want to face that.  Thought the time would go faster if I was
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overseas. So I got sent to the Far East and by that time the peace talks had concluded in

Korea.

Q: Were you actually stationed in Korea?

A: No, I was there on infrequent occasions, but I was stationed in northern Japan and

that’s where I spent nearly two years.

Q: And what was your job in the service?

A: Well, I was trained as a radar operator, because of my induction test scores. But when

I was assigned to the small field artillery battalion in northern Honshu, I was put into a

battalion that had an average education level of 6th grade. And I had two years of college

and I could type. So they moved me right into battalion headquarters where I was made

personnel sergeant as a pfc. And in six months had been waivered up to sergeant. I was

personnel sergeant of a field artillery battalion and, as such, I did a lot of courier work.

Some of those courier trips take either passengers or papers over to Korea. So I did get a

taste of Korea; just enough of a taste to know I didn’t ever want to go back. But I decided

when I got over there that I was going to make the best of it. I wrote my parents from

basic training and said, “You know, this is miserable.” But the most miserable thing

about it, even though I’ve been in miserable situations in my life, in my growing up

years, I’ve never been in one before where I couldn’t say, “To Hell with it”, and walk

away from it because I knew somebody would be right behind me. I continued that
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attitude and decided I’d get as much out of military service as I could. I did a tremendous

amount of traveling in the Far East. At that time, you could hop a ride on a military air

transport plane if they had room for you, to almost anyplace. I went to Manila, Singapore,

Saigon, Hong Kong, It was just marvelous. And since I was personnel sergeant and had

supervision over my own leave records, I could take these trips and they would never be

counted against my 30-days a year leave time. That’s kind of dishonest, I guess. We did

it. The first 6 months in Japan I tried to cope with it, the second 6 months I was there I

learned to enjoy. The last 6 months there, I loved it. In fact, I even looked for a job over

there. By that time the newspaper back home was in trouble lease-wise. It had been run

down badly. I talked with my Dad on the phone. He still had 3 years left on his state

appointment and he didn’t want to leave. And he physically, after the stroke, wasn’t able

to do much anymore. I said, “Well, I’ll come home then and run the paper for a few

months until we decide what we want to do with it.” So I did. I was released from the

army and retained in inactive reserve for 6 years in Fort Ord, California, which is not far

from San Francisco. I flew home. Two days later, I drove my car, which my father had

kept for me, to Moab and took over the paper. I couldn’t believe the size of the staff. The

secretary came into my office the day after I came home and said, “We’ve got a little

problem.” I said, “What’s that?” She said,” We’ve got to make the payroll tomorrow.” I

said, “Well, do it.” She said, “I’m short six hundred dollars of having enough to cover the

payroll.” I said, “ How much money do we have in the bank anyway?” She said,

“Eighteen dollars.” Where had all the money gone?

I’d stopped in Salt Lake before coming to Moab and visited with our primary

supplier of paper and printing products and really got acquainted with the manager of
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Western Paper Company who became a life-long friend. Before I left his office, he said,

“We have a little problem at the Times. You owe us ten thousand dollars.” I said, “Have

they paid anything on it?” He said, “We haven’t received a check since the lease was

broken.” I said, “ Well, I’ll look into it when I get to Moab. I’ll guarantee you one thing;

I’ll send you some money every week. It may not be more than fifty dollars and it may be

five hundred, but I’ll work this thing out.” He said, “Okay, we’ll shake on it.” And I did;

it took me several years to do it, but we got it down. He never did deny me a purchase. At

any rate, that first payroll was paid with my mustering-out pay from the army.

Q: The lease people left before you got here, or when you arrived?

A: No, they left 3 months before I got here. And Dad had just let the staff run it.

Q: How big was the staff?

A: There must have been 7 or 8 people working here. The man in charge was also an

alcoholic. I made the first payroll. Of course, the uranium boom was still going on, this

was 1956. Still going full bloom. I started laying off people. It didn’t take too long to get

things balanced. I was very, very careful about adding staff.

Q: There was probably a real demand for the paper.
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A: Yes, there was. That 9 months that I ran it, after Dad had his stroke, and before we

leased it, I didn’t have access to the bank account, I didn’t know how to keep books. I

had a brother-in law in Santa Fe, who was a CPA, who came up and helped to set up a

rudimentary bookkeeping system. We had no cash flow. We didn’t even send out bills.

We had an automatic press that I’ve still got. We printed mining location notices that we

sold for fifteen cents apiece. I would print 20 or 30 thousand of those damn things every

week. That’s what I lived on, plus a Saturday night dancehall band playing job that I had.

But it was an interesting 3 years.

The second or third day I was in town, I went around the corner with the editor to

Riley Drug Store, which is now the T-Shirt Shop (50 So. Main), for morning coffee.

There was a pert little high school girl behind the corner serving as a soda jerk. I took one

look at her and said, “Boy, there’s someone I’d like to know better.” Four years later, she

became my wife. One of my kids asked me when he was little, “When you get big

enough, Dad, how do you find a wife?” I said, “Well, I just went to the Drug Store and

got mine.”

Q: Now, Adrien wasn’t from here, her family had moved in?

A: They’d moved in.

Q: While you’d been gone?
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A: Uh huh, and she started school here when she was a junior in high school and

graduated here. And here I was a 23-year-old returned veteran going out with a 17-year-

old high school girl. It was kind of frowned on, particularly by her parents. It’s been a

good relationship.  Three years after I came back, I had the paper in pretty stable

condition and my old high school principal had left the school district after a falling out

with the administration. And he was kind of at loose ends, a very bright guy. I said to

Bob Sundwall  “You’re not doing anything. If I could figure out a way to finish my

degree work in one academic year would you sit in and run the paper for me? Just get the

paper out; I’ll come home on weekends and do the bookwork and make the payrolls.” He

said, “Yeah, I’d like to do that.” So I went up to the University of Utah and talked with

the dean of the College of Journalism who had become a very good friend my first year

there. He allowed me to get 14 credit hours by taking the final examination and passing it

in basic journalism classes.

Q: So, now you switched your major?

A: Switched my major because I found out in the three years time that I loved this job

and I loved this town. That was 47 years ago. By getting the 14 credit hours and taking 22

hours a quarter for 3 quarters, which is kind of load, I could get the minimum

requirements for a degree. So I did it. And during that 3 quarters, that 9 months, I made

29 round trips to Moab in 31 weeks. And in a way it was a blessing because we had two

trains a day out of Thompson, morning and evening, and I bought an old car and I left it

out at the depot at Thompson. I commuted back and forth on the train. Of course, most of
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the journalism work and a lot of the political science work and so forth required a lot of

reading. I got a lot of that reading done on those train trips. But I was a nervous wreck at

the end of the 9 months. I got my degree, but it wasn’t the journalism stuff that got me, I

found out when I got close to graduation that I’d missed some basic undergraduate school

things. So I had to take genetics. God, what a  terrible class that was, I had to take

physics. I’d sit in those physics labs and watch them do experiments and talk and write

things on the chalkboard and I didn’t have the vaguest idea what they were talking about.

Luckily, I got Cs in both those classes.

Q: It’s a good thing you went to Journalism.

A: I’ll never regret doing that for 2 reasons. In that small journalism department were

about 20 kids that became real pros in metropolitan journalism; couple of them still work

for the Salt Lake Tribune. We became like a fraternity, we were so close together in that

little department. We still maintain those relationships. Later when I went into politics

and got elected to the State Senate, I found it was really valuable having old friends in the

press box. The other reason that I really enjoyed going back to college was that I got re-

acquainted with Adrien who was also a Journalism major – a year behind me.

Q: She was living in Salt Lake?

A: Living in Salt Lake. We got re-acquainted at University of Utah and I married her the

next year. And I knew before I married her that she loved Moab. And I knew that a
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number of the other girls that I went out with while I was up there that last year would

never have wanted to leave the metropolitan area. But Adrien was eager to come back

home.

Q: Now when you were down here (Moab), after you got out of the service and

before you went back up to school, were you living at home?

A: I lived in my parents’ home: a two-story plus basement, five-bedroom home all by

myself.

Q: They were up in Salt Lake, so you had the place to yourself?

A: And that made quite a bachelor pad, believe me.

Q: And so you went back and forth, had a place up there when you were in school?

A: Rented apartment,

Q: Came back and forth on weekends?

A: Uh huh.

Q: Then when you married Adrien, where did you both move to?
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A: When we decided to get married, I had bought a little subdivision house down in

Palisade Subdivision. I knew that’s not where we wanted to live forever.

Q: For the record, where is the Palisade Subdivision?

A: Palisade Drive and Westwood. I had been given 2 acres of ground by my father for

partnering with him on his little 15-acre farm to plant a thousand peach trees. I did all the

work. Did all the harvesting, did all the pruning. He paid the taxes, he bought the tractor

he paid the irrigation bill and we split the peach crop.

Q: And where was this orchard?

A: It’s where Taylor Subdivision is now: 4th North and 5th West. Taylor Avenue goes

right through the middle of it. But I tended the thousand peach trees for a number of

years. That kind of got in my blood, so I nurse my 5 little peach trees down on the farm

because I love them and I know how to take care of peach trees. He gave me 2 acres as a

bonus for running that farm for him.

Q: Was that part of his original acreage?

A: Yes, Taylor Subdivision was 13 acres and I’ve got 2 of them. We had that property,

right on 5th West. There was no subdivision there then at all. We planned together,
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Adrien and I did, and started construction of a new home which was 1600 square feet, a

pretty big house for Moab at that time. The week after it was completed, we got married.

And we moved into a brand new house. Every time we had a child, we added onto it. So

by the time we finally sold out after we got totally surrounded by neighbors, and wanted

some acreage around us.  It had 2400 square feet, 5 bedrooms, 3 baths. It is now a Bed

and Breakfast, I think.

Q: What’s the address of that place?

A: 590 N 5th West, Canyonlands Bed and Breakfast. I hate to go by there because all the

shrubs and trees, I had 87 rosebushes at one time, everything is dead now and the place

looks almost abandoned. But that’s where we pretty much raised our kids. We’ve been in

our current home now for 24 years. When we found 9 acres right smack in the middle of

Moab, with a creek running through one corner of it, we thought we found Heaven, and

we did. I have two of my granddaughters who live in California, staying with me right

now for a month. They are in a household in California with a small child, cramped,

hectic, and they just love it down here, staying with us. It’s so quiet and peaceful.

Adrien’s been in Denver all week. I talked with her on the phone last night and she said,

“Did you close the office today, on the 24th?” And I said, “Yes, I told people if they had

things they wanted to do in the office they could feel free to come in and do it, but we’re

not going to unlock the front door.” Almost everybody came in and did a few things,

including me, but I left at noon and went home. She said, “Well, what did you do all
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afternoon?” I said, “I sat in the refrigerated air conditioning and watched some movies on

TV.” And I never watch movies on TV, rarely.

Q: Let’s backtrack to when you first moved into your house and came back from

Salt Lake. When you came back at that point, have you been here ever since?

A: Yes.

Q: So that would definitely put you here for the boom, what they are calling the

boom years. We have some specific questions. How about the influx of the

newcomers? You said you saw it go from 800 to 1000 up to…?

A: 6,000 to 8000.

Q: And how did that, from your point of view, as the editor of the newspaper,

involved with the day-to-day running of the town, how did that influx influence the

infrastructure of sewer, water, housing, all that stuff.

A: Adrien’s father came here as the first professional city manager that this town ever

had. And they desperately needed him because there was water shortage on top of water

shortage. I think we had 3 or 4 different water systems in 4 or 5 years because we were

constantly running out of water. The school system was terribly impacted. They were in

double sessions and still had 50 and 60 kids in a classroom. My aunt, Helen M Knight,
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was superintendent of the school system at that time and was able to get special funding

to build the two elementary schools. That took a lot of pressure off. In about 1960, we

had a very forward-looking city council and mayor come into office. The mayor was K E

McDougald, on the city council were people like Dick Allen (David Allen), a guy who

ran the lumberyard, Dr Paul Mayberry, They were all community leaders and willing to

take the time to serve on the city council. It became very clear to them that the future of

this community depended upon the availability of water. So they bought the Sommerville

farm out in the valley which is now known as the White Ranch, and they bought with that

about 600 acres of ground which contains almost all the springs in the valley. That

secured Moab’s future in terms of water. I hear people talking now about water shortages

and we need to conserve and we need to do this, we don’t want any lawns. I’ve got 1100

square feet of lawn. It’s easier to take care of with a well, a sprinkler system and a riding

lawnmower than to keep the weeds down. I love lawns. I think this is an oasis. We don’t

have a shortage of water in this valley. We have enough water in this valley to support

20,000 people and we also have 10 cubic second feet of water rights in the Colorado

River that we’ve never used any of.

Q: And what about all of these, I would guess the majority were miners or miners’

families coming in?

A: And then mill workers. Of course, it took an awful lot of truck drivers to get that ore

from the mine to the mill.
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Q: Did they all have trailers?

A: To start with they had trailers and tents under a tree and things like that. Charlie Steen

built the first subdivision. And then his milling company, Uranium Reduction Company,

built Palisades Subdivision around my first home. And then private developers started

building subdivisions. So Moab became kind of a spoke and wheel town with the old part

of town remaining about like it was and totally surrounded by subdivisions. As they

developed the subdivisions they got better. Because the city council saw to it, they made

sure that the proper water and sewer lines went in. They kept revising the subdivision

ordinances so that proper setbacks were maintained, and proper lot sizes were

maintained. Every time they revised these subdivision ordinances they made it a little

tougher to build or sell homes. The builders said, “ Oh, we’ll never build another house in

Moab.” But they kept building them. The last time it was revised, the major revision was

to require sidewalks. Anywhere around this town you had to walk in the street. When we

said, “Now you have to put in sidewalks in your subdivisions,” they said, “Oh, we’ll

never build another house in this town.” But they kept building.

Q: How about restaurants and retail stores? You (referring to the T-I newspaper

office) weren’t even located here, were you?

A: No, we built this building  (it’s now the Map Store) in 1948.
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Q: So you had moved to this location?

A: Yes, and this building here that we’re in now (the larger part) was built by my father

as a rental. He built it under a ten-year lease to a jeweler from Colorado, who ran a

jewelry and gift shop here. After his lease was up, I rented it, and then I’d need more

space so I’d redo the lease and steal a little bit more of their space until it finally got to

the point that I told the lady that ran the dress shop here, “ I’ve got to have the whole

damn building.” That happened when electronics took over. We got into our first

computers and I had tons and tons of old iron printing equipment in the back of that other

building there. I didn’t see anyplace clean and neat that I could put the computer systems.

We moved over here and pretty much abandoned that building on the other side, except

for storage and gradually got rid of all that old iron junk.

Q: Another thing that we are particularly interested in is how the newcomers

impacted the social structures of the town, everything from politics, which you have

mentioned, to social clubs, church gatherings, entertainment?

A: One of the things I’ve always liked about Moab, even back in the 40s, was that it was

very open and welcoming to new people. We even had a number of Japanese families

relocated here during World War II and they were accepted into the main stream. I had

one of the boys in my class at school, fine people. Hard working people. Instead of

shunning the newcomers, we kind of made them welcome. We had a saying in those old

days, during the boom years, “When you first move to Moab, we’re going to put you on
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probation for six months, the second six months we’re going to let you get involved a

little bit. If you can make it through that first year, you can run for office, you can serve

on the councils and boards, you can do anything you want to. If you can survive five

years here, we’ll call you a native.”

Q: Were there conflicts with the churches? I know that Moab has a much wider

variety of churches. Were they already in place when the newcomers arrived?

A: Pretty much were.

Q: So they just went to their own churches and there was no conflict of different

religions coming in?

A: No, my theory is that when you’ve got not one single church comprising the majority

of the population then religion does not become a factor in social and political life. Of

course, I’m an ethnic Mormon. I’m really a Baptist. I’m a deacon in the Community

Church. But I’m an ethnic Mormon and I think that’s one of the reasons that I got along

so well in state politics.  When I was in the state senate, there were 24 Mormons, many of

whom were Bishops or Priests, one Roman Catholic, one Baptist, and one Greek

Orthodox. And that was the State Senate, but all of those people knew what my ethnic

background was. They knew Norman Taylor was one of the pioneers. He was one of the

18 scouts that were sent over Big Mountain into Salt Lake Valley before “he” came.
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Q: Did I see his name on the This Is The Place Monument?

A: It is. It’s also on the Brigham Young Monument, because he was one of the 18 scouts

that Brigham sent over to scout the valley before he brought the wagon train in. He also,

later that same year, went back to Winter Quarters to bring the women back. He picked

half a dozen young men (Norman was at that time 18 years old) to go with him to help

bring the women out. As family folklore goes, they were camped out on their way back to

Winter Quarters, and the around the fire one night, Brigham said to Norman, “Norman,

you’re 18 years old and you’re not married. You’re a menace to my society. When we get

to Winter Quarters you find yourself a wife.” So he did. He must have liked her quite a

bit, because the next year he went back and married her sister.

Q: We have just a couple more things here. How did you or the newspaper interact

with neighboring communities during the boom years? Monticello, Green River,

Blanding.

A: Not any better than we ever interacted. We always had a fairly good bond with Green

River because half of Green River was in Grand County. They took part in our politics

and paid their taxes here. We always had a very close relationship. And that existed until

just the last 5 or 6 years when they wanted to become Emery County and not part of

Grand County. My roommate when I was a freshman in college was a Green River kid. I

played basketball against him in high school. Great friend, he’s still a great friend.
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Q: As far as the newspaper goes, do you have lots of subscriptions or do you get a lot

of supplies from any of the other towns or do you get all of your supplies and such

from Salt Lake?

A: Almost all out of Salt Lake. We have great relationships with the newspapers that are

fairly close to us like Cortez, Richfield, that have printing plants. Hardly a month goes by

that I don’t get a call from Cortez or Richfield saying, “We just broke a drive belt on our

big press. Do you have an extra one?”  Of course, when you are this isolated, you always

have an extra thing. So we trade off.  Zane came up to me today and he said, “ We’re out

of dinky rolls of newsprint.” A dinky roll is a half roll. When you print a 6-page

newspaper, you use one half-roll. H said, “we’re almost out of dinkies so I called Cortez

and they’ve got some.” They weigh about 900 pounds apiece. He said, “I can get two of

those in the back of my _ ton pickup so I’m going over in the next week or two and

borrow a couple rolls of newsprint from them.” No big deal. Matter of fact, back in the

1920s,30s, the Monticello newspaper was owned by Marie Ogden who also owned the

Home of Truth. Her plant burned down. So during the period of time when she could get

relocated into a new building and get some new equipment purchased, Dad printed her

paper down here.

Q: Did you have any interaction with governmental entities - Arches, Canyonlands,

Forest Service, BLM - during the boom years?  How do you perceive them as

growing in the neighborhood?
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A: Well, during the boom years, all that the BLM had here was one guy with a rusty pair

of pliers and an Army surplus jeep. That was it. Park Service had two full time

employees: the custodian who was Bates Wilson, and his chief-everything-else, who was

Lloyd Pierson. And then they would get some temporary people in the summer time to

help. But that was the size of the Park Service staffing. Tremendous evolution there as

there has been in all levels of government. It’s interesting when I get the monthly report

from the department of Work Force Services. I see employment down in all sectors of the

economy except for the government.

Q: Do you think they have been, overall, a good thing for the area?

A: Absolutely.

Q: The new policies of the BLM as far as film making and advertisements on their

property, do you see that as detrimental?

A: There are some basic things that don’t change. Overall policy tends to fluctuate with

the national administration. We went through the Clinton years, saw a lot of very green,

liberal things happen. And this new administration is turning a lot of those around. It’s

got the environmentalists howling. I think that both administrations have been too

extreme in land management policy. But by and large we found dealing with the BLM

and the Park Service to be a reasonable two-way street.
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Q: Just looking at the boom years, and actually when you think about it, it’s like a

double bump on the boom years, what would you say were the best things and the

worst things about living here, just looking at those time periods, as far as you, your

family, your business?

A: I can’t think of any negatives. That’s right. It was an exciting place to live. During that

nine months when I ran the paper for Dad before he had is stroke, I was sitting in my

office one Saturday morning visiting with an old school friend. This old beat-up jeep

pulled up to the front door and a guy in khakis and wild-eyed came in with a sheaf of

papers, stack of photographs. He said, “Are your Sam Taylor?” I said, “Yes.” He said,

“I’m Charlie Steen, and I just discovered pitchblende.” And I read the story and I looked

at his pictures. He said, “It’s going to be the greatest thing in the world.”

Q: So you were here with his first discovery?

A: Yes. I said, “Well, I appreciate getting this. I’ll run something, I think.” He said,

“Whatever you can to help with the publicity, I’ll appreciate it.” So he left and my friend

looked at me and said, “Boy, what a wacko.” I said, “ Aw common now, I’ve seen things

happen in this town that if someone came in here and told me that 4 feet under Main

Street there was a foot thick seam of pure gold, I might think he was crazy, but I wouldn’t

tell him he was.” I said, “What do you know, in a year from now, we might be

celebrating Charlie Steen days.” Fortunately, I ran a little front-page story that the
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headlines said, I remember to this day, “Geologist reports pitchblende find.” Because I

ran that story, Charlie and I became fast friends and remain so today. I mean, he has

Alzheimer’s now and probably wouldn’t know me if he saw me. Great friend. He even

threw a party when I came home from the Army. Up at his big house on the hill

“Welcome Home, Sam.”

Q: Did you go to a lot of his parties?

A: I did.

Q: And you reported dutifully about the social events of the area?

A: Yep.

Q: And there was a club, Newcomers Club? What was that about?

A: Newcomers Club, uh huh. When a family moved to town, soon as they got settled,

members of the Newcomers Club would visit them, welcome them here and give them

give certificates from retail businesses all over town. Give them a list of the civic clubs,

churches and things like that. Just trying to make them feel welcome. I often kid our little

sister city, Wellington, because of its constant appearance. Wellington’s got a
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Newcomers Club, and whenever a new family moves to town, the Newcomers club gives

them a junk car to put in the yard.

Q: Lets go back to a little bit more on you personally. You moved back, you got the

house, and your children were all living with you at the 5th West place?

A: Yes

Q: All born here? And went to local schools?

A: All born here. All delivered by the same doctor.

Q: When did you first get into the legislature?

A: 1963. Two years after I was married, I was 29 years old; I was the youngest State

Senator that had ever served. And believe me, I suffered by my youthfulness.

Q: How long did you serve for? How many terms?

A: Two terms. I decided not to run for a third term because by that time my kid, my

oldest son was seven and I had enough seniority in the Senate that I was on every damn

interim committee that there was. I found myself in Salt Lake almost every weekend.

And one August, my last year in office, I realized here it is the middle of August, my
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oldest son is seven, my daughter is four, my next son is almost three, and I haven’t got a

fishing license yet this year. I announced to my fellow Republicans up there that I was

not going to seek a third term. By that time, I was fairly entrenched, I could have

probably been re-elected even though through reapportionment my district had been

expanded to all of the Uinta Basin, Vernal and Duchesne and all that up there.

Q: Kind of like it is now?

A: Yes, it’s worse now. I announced that I wasn’t going to seek a third term and the vice

chairman of the Republican Party came to me and said, “ If you ever have any idea that

you would like to get back into politics, this may have just killed it.” I said, “I guess

that’s just the chance I’m going to have to take. I’m not going to miss my kids growing-

up years.” So when I’d been out of the Senate for 3 or 4 years, change of administration,

Cal Rampton had been elected for the last two years I’d served and we worked very

closely together on implementing a number of recommendations of the Little Hoover

Commission on streamlining state government. So that year I sponsored five bills that

contained over 300 pages of legislations reorganizing state government into departments

and divisions. All with direct responsibility to the governor. Bi-partisan commissions.

But Cal and I became quite close. Getting that commission report enacted into law, he

had to work through the Republican Caucus. Republicans had loaded the legislature by

that time. He couldn’t get anything passed. He couldn’t pass that Republican Caucus. So

there were a lot of compromises made in that legislation, and when I defended it on the

floor, before it passed, I knew it was going to pass, because I had a Caucus promise that it
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would pass.  They said, “This is not workable, it will never stand the test of time.” My

answer was, “I know it’s cumbersome and bulky, but it can pass both houses of the

legislature. If we pass it now and find out that in two years it has to be amended, then

amend it. I won’t be here. Amend it to make it more workable.” I said, “You’ve got to

crawl before you walk, and you have to walk before you run. So let’s pass this now and if

it has to be reworked in two years, then rework it.” And so that’s what happened. It went

through about 4 years of amendments and I think became a very competent form of state

government.

Q: Did you get involved in any local politics?

A: The year I quit state senate, the school board lost 3 of its 5 members. One died, two

moved away, and so, I was appointed to the school board because they had no continuity

there. Having been in the legislature for 2 terms, I, at least, understood the school finance

laws. So I went on the school board and I served nearly 8 years there, as president of the

school board. That was interesting. During the time I was on the school board Cal

Rampton called up and said, “How’s the family situation?” I said, “It’s fine, we’re having

a lot of fun enjoying our kids.” He said, “Would you have a couple of days during the

week, a time or two a month to come back to work for me?”  “Well, doing what?” He

said, “I need a tame Republican on the Road Commission.” So I went on the Road

Commission, which later became the Transportation Commission, and served there for 21

years, under 5 governors. The last nine years I was the chairman, which meant that I was

in Salt Lake almost every week. But they were always Thursdays and Fridays, which
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were slow days here in the office, and I had my weekends at home. The Shiloh Inn

became my second home. I thoroughly enjoyed the Transportation Commission. I quit

midway through my 4th 6-year term because I had philosophical differences of opinion

with the current governor. When I couldn’t reconcile those differences, I said, “Life’s too

short. I’m not going to rain on your parade, I’m going home. I’m not going to continue

making these trips over the desert and over the mountain every week to carry a rubber

stamp.”

Q: As a closing do you have any grand statements about Moab, your life in Moab,

what you look forward to or what you look back on fondly?

A: It was a great place to grow up. A great place to live because of its acceptance and

openness of other people. When I applied for the University scholarship that first year, I

had to have 5 letters of recommendation from prominent people. Well, the first guy I

went to was Russel McConkie, who was the president of the First National Bank of

Moab, also the stake president of the LDS Church. “No problem, I‘ll get you your letter

this afternoon.” It was always that way. My closest friends were Mormons. I went to

Mutual and Primary with them and they went to Bible School with me in the

summertime. I appreciate this community for its acceptance and tolerance for each other.

Q: Do you see that as still happening, or do you think it’s getting a little polarized

now?
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A: Well, in one arena, it’s polarized for good reason. No, I think that’s good. As I said

earlier, I serve on the board of Deacons for the Community Church here, and at a

Deacons meeting not long ago, I said, “I’ve noticed this new family. I know them, they

have been in church the last few weeks. Have you approached them about becoming

members?” The pastor said, “No, I haven’t.” I said, “Why?” And he said, “Because the

Protestant churches in Moab are in a total disarray right now. We’re about the only really

strong one left. These people have been going to Assembly of God or something like that

all their lives, with their 4 kids. I just don’t want to rob these other congregations unless

they have irreconcilable differences. If they finally decide this is where they want to land,

we’ll welcome them. But I’m not going to solicit, I’m not going to proselytize.” I think

that was a marvelous awakening for me.

Q: I guess the newspaper is going to keep plugging along, providing us with our

information of Moab for…

A: Forever, I hope.

Q: No immediate plans to retire?

A: No, I’m not going to retire. I’ve got too many bored, retired friends. I do less and less

physical work all the time. I haven’t had ink on my hands for months, but as long as they

tolerate me around here, I’m going to hang around and do what I can.
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Q: Thank you very much. I appreciate your time.
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